
PARTICIPA TICK OF DOMINIONS AND COLONIES, 1917 

force in the field by that means could no longer be relied on with 
certainty. In addition to the army corps and troops training in 
England, as reinforcements, several battalions of railway and forestry 
troops had been organized, who were employed under the orders of 
General Headquarters. Many British reservists living in Canada 
had rejoined their regiments at the beginning of the war, and a large 
number of Canadians had enlisted in the British Royal Flying Corps, 
the Royal Naval Aviation Service and the Auxiliary Motor Boat 
Patrol Service. A return completed to November 15, showed that 
the total number of persons who had joined the Canadian Expedi
tionary Force since the beginning of the war was 441,862. A Bill 
providing for compulsory military service was introduced in Parlia
ment on June 11, and became law on August 29. I t provided for 
raising 100,000 men, and the first drafts were to report on January 3, 
1918. A war income tax was also imposed. The Ministry was 
reorganized as a Union Government on October 12, and a general 
election, held on December 17, resulted in favour of the new adminis
tration by a large majority. The contributions for patriotic purposes 
greatly increased during the year. The appointment of a food 
controller was made on June 21, and regulations were adopted for 
the sale and distribution of various food products. Prices for wheat 
were fixed to the end of the crop year, August 31, 1918. An Order in 
Council under the War Measures Act was passed on December 22, 
prohibiting the importation into Canada of intoxicating liquor on 
and after December 24, 1917. 

The Imperial Expeditionary Forces from Australia and New 
Zealand were maintained by voluntary enlistment by the most 
strenuous efforts. Various methods of indirect pressure were adopted 
to promote recruiting. In Australia a single men's tax was introduced 
to compel single men and widowers without children of military age 
who had not enlisted to contribute ten per cent of their taxable income 
in addition to the ordinary income tax. A war profits tax was also 
imposed by the Federal Parliament. The Government of India 
maintained its expeditionary force at full strength and made a contri
bution of one hundred million pounds towards the cost of the war. 
Many of the ruling princes and chiefs gave further liberal gifts of 
money. 

ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE WAR, 1917. 

In Austria-Hungary the shortage of food caused extreme discon
tent and much suffering. In Bohemia and Hungary demonstrations 
by noisy crowds culminated in rioting and bloodshed. 

The German Chancellor was forced to resign and with him 
retired the Imperial Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Prussian 
Minister of War. A reduction of the bread ration of the people 
caused bitter discontent followed by violent demonstrations. A 
strike of seventeen thousand workmen took place at the Krupp works 
at Essen and many others occurred at other industrial centres. Food 
riots were reported from Berlin. The chief Socialist newspaper 
printed a statement in December that forty millions of people were 
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